The endogenous development of virulent strains and attenuated precocious lines of Eimeria tenella and E. necatrix.
Studies were made of the endogenous development of the H strains of E. tenella and E. necatrix, and precocious lines derived from them. Second-generation meronts of both precocious lines matured at a faster rate than those of the parent strains. The first- and second-generation meronts of the precocious line of E. necatrix and the second-generation meronts of the precocious line of E. tenella were significantly smaller and contained fewer merozoites than the corresponding stages of the parent strains. These observations provide reasons for the precocity, and a partial explanation for the attenuation, of these lines.